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ABSTRACT 

This study aims to analyze law enforcement by the Langkat Police Resort (Polres) 

regarding the crime of theft with violence resulting in death. The research questions 

include: (1) what form of law enforcement is carried out by the Langkat Police Resort 

(Polres) regarding the crime of theft with violence resulting in death; (2) what factors 

hinder the law enforcement process; and (3) what efforts are made by the Langkat 

Police Resort (Polres) in overcoming the crime of theft with violence resulting in 

death. This study uses an empirical legal research methodology, namely research that 

positions law as a social phenomenon that can be observed through the behavior of 

law enforcement officers and community responses. The type of research used is field 

research, collecting primary data through in-depth interviews with investigators, 

Criminal Investigation Officers (NCOs), and relevant officials at the Langkat Police 

Resort, as well as secondary data in the form of laws and regulations and legal 

literature. The research is descriptive and analytical in nature, namely describing 

empirical facts regarding the law enforcement process and then analyzing them based 

on relevant legal theories and provisions. 

This is an open access article under the CC–BY-SA license. 

 

 

INTRODUCTIONS 
Crime is a social phenomenon that develops along with changes in society. One form of crime that causes high 

unrest in society is the crime of theft with violence, especially if the crime causes the loss of a person's life. In the 

Indonesian criminal law system, these acts are expressly regulated in Article 365 paragraph (4) of the Criminal Code 

(KUHP), which threatens the perpetrator with severe punishment, including the death penalty or life imprisonment. 

The article reflects that the state is very serious in cracking down on and tackling this kind of crime, because it concerns 

two fundamental rights, namely the right to property and the right to human life.   (Wijaya, 2025)  

The crime of theft with violence or theft accompanied by aggravation (gequalificeerde diefstal) is regulated in 

Article 363 and Article 365 of the Criminal Code (KUHP). According to P.A.F. Lamintang and Jisman Samosir, theft 

with violence or aggravation is a form of theft that has basic elements of ordinary theft, but because it is accompanied 

by additional elements such as violence, the criminal threat becomes heavier.   (Mahka et al., 2023; Pasaribu et al., 

2017)  
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In particular, Article 365 paragraph (4) of the Criminal Code stipulates that if the violent theft results in the 

death of a person and is carried out by two or more people jointly and accompanied by circumstances as referred to in 

paragraphs (1) and (2), the perpetrator is threatened with the death penalty, life imprisonment, or temporary 

imprisonment for a maximum of twenty years. 

In the context of the crime of theft with violence, serious injury or death arising as a result of the crime does 

not have to happen to the victim of the theft directly. This means that anyone who is seriously injured or dies is still 

considered a direct result of the crime of theft with violence, as long as the incident occurs in the series of criminal 

events. The victim can be a family member of the victim, a warehouse guard, a guest who is on site, someone who 

catches the perpetrator, or even a party who tries to chase the perpetrator while fleeing. This understanding confirms 

that the criminal consequences of a violent theft are not limited to the direct relationship between the perpetrator and 

the owner of the stolen goods but include all parties affected in the situation.   (Wijaya, 2025; Wulandari et al., 2024)  

Violent theft crimes that lead to death do not only occur in big cities but also in areas such as Lalat Regency. 

This phenomenon shows that crime has spread evenly to areas with lower population density. Factors such as social 

dynamics, economic inequality, weak local security systems, and limited law enforcement infrastructure also 

contribute to the increasing vulnerability of communities to such crimes. Thus, it is necessary to carry out a 

comprehensive and contextual countermeasures approach that considers local characteristics in efforts to prevent and 

enforce the law against the crime of violent theft. 

Law enforcement is a process to realize the functioning of legal norms in people's lives concretely so that the 

law can be used as a guideline in behavior and social interaction. This process aims to make the values of justice, legal 

certainty, and social benefits a reality in the order of national and state life. Satjipto Rahardjo explained that law 

enforcement is not only about formally implementing rules but also reflects efforts to make the law present 

substantially in people's daily lives.   (Mahka et al., 2023; Najegas et al., 2025)  

Andi Hamzah emphasized that the term law enforcement is often misinterpreted as if it is only related to aspects 

of criminal law or repressive actions. In a broader sense, law enforcement includes preventive and repressive actions 

at the same time. In this context, the term "rechtshandhaving" from the Dutch legal system reflects the full meaning 

of maintaining the full application of the law. In contrast to the term law enforcement which is now given a repressive 

meaning, while preventive in the form of providing persuasive information or instructions is called law compliance, 

which means compliance or legal arrangement. Therefore, the use of the term "law enforcement" is understood as a 

comprehensive effort to maintain, implement, and supervise the enforcement of the law effectively and fairly. 

According to Soerjono Soekanto, in the context of law enforcement, the existence of subjects who carry out 

these functions is needed, namely law enforcement officials. Each law enforcement officer has different positions, 

functions, and roles according to their duties and authorities. One of the institutions that plays an important role in the 

law enforcement system in Indonesia is the National Police of the Republic of Indonesia (Polri). The National Police 

functions as a state tool tasked with maintaining public security and order, enforcing the law, and providing protection, 

protection, and services to the public in order to realize overall domestic security stability.   (Mahendra, 2022; Pasaribu 

et al., 2017)  

The importance of law enforcement against this crime is the main highlight because it concerns the sense of 

justice and security of the community. In the context of law enforcement, police officers have the main responsibility 

in the investigation and investigation stage of criminal cases. The police as the spearhead of criminal law enforcement 

are expected to be able to carry out their duties professionally, proportionately, and accountably. The implementation 

of these tasks often encounters various challenges, ranging from limited human resources and budget, lack of public 

support, to obstacles in the investigation process such as lack of evidence and witnesses. 

The National Police of the Republic of Indonesia is an institution that carries out the functions of law 

enforcement, maintaining public security and order, as well as implementing protection, protection, and service to the 

community. In overcoming criminal acts, one of which is theft, the police have a very strategic role, both in preventive 

and repressive efforts. This is in line with the provisions of Article 13 of Law of the Republic of Indonesia Number 2 

of 2002 concerning the National Police of the Republic of Indonesia which states that the National Police is tasked 

with maintaining public security and order, enforcing the law, and providing protection and services to the community 
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in order to realize the rule of law. The position of the National Police as the spearhead of law enforcement is 

strengthened by its wide range of institutions up to the sub-district level, so that it has direct access to the social 

dynamics of the community, including in identifying groups or individuals who have the potential or have been 

involved in crimes such as theft. Therefore, compared to other law enforcement agencies, the National Police is 

considered more competent in efforts to prevent and counter theft.   (Naziva et al., 2021; Wibisono, 2022)  

In practice, the role of the National Police of the Republic of Indonesia in tackling the crime of theft with 

violence is faced with various obstacles, especially those sourced from within the police institution itself. One of the 

main obstacles is the limited number of personnel that is not proportional to the size of the duty area and the high 

intensity of criminal acts in the community. In addition, the limitation of supporting facilities and infrastructure, such 

as operational vehicles, investigation equipment, and supporting technology, also weakens the effectiveness of law 

enforcement. This is becoming increasingly complex considering that many cases of violent theft are carried out in an 

organized manner, with careful planning, involving more than one perpetrator, as well as the use of sharp weapons or 

other dangerous tools. This condition requires an increase in institutional capacity, both in terms of human resources 

and infrastructure, in order to support the performance of the police in dealing with the growing forms of crime. 

In the jurisdiction of the Lalat Police, cases of theft with violence that cause death are still a form of crime that 

is quite frequent. This situation has caused concern among the community and requires law enforcement officials to 

act quickly and appropriately. In some cases, the perpetrators were successfully arrested and processed in accordance 

with the applicable law, but there were also many cases whose completion was hampered due to various obstacles, 

both technical and non-technical. This shows that there is a gap between the ideals of the law and the reality on the 

ground.   (Wulandari et al., 2024)  

The factors that are obstacles in law enforcement against this kind of case are also diverse. From the internal 

side of the police, obstacles are often found in terms of investigator professionalism, high workload, and lack of 

ongoing training that is relevant to the development of violent crime modes. Meanwhile, from the external side, there 

are other factors such as people's fear of becoming witnesses, weak environmental supervision, and slow support from 

other institutions in the criminal justice system. 

The Langkat Police's efforts in tackling the crime of theft with violence that causes death must be studied from 

two approaches, namely a repressive approach (action after a crime occurs) and a preventive approach (prevention 

before a crime occurs). The extent of the effectiveness of these efforts certainly needs to be analyzed empirically, so 

that it can be known whether the measures taken are in accordance with the principles of law enforcement that are fair 

and just for the community.   (Mahendra, 2022; Wibisono, 2022)  

Therefore, further research is needed on how police officers, in this case the Langkat Police, carry out law 

enforcement against the crime of theft with violence that causes death. This research aims to examine in depth the 

form of law enforcement applied, the obstacles faced, and the strategy and effectiveness of efforts carried out by the 

Langkat Police in tackling these criminal acts. It is hoped that the results of this research can make a scientific 

contribution to the development of criminal law science as well as an input for law enforcement institutions in 

improving the quality of responsive and effective law enforcement. 

 

METHOD 
This research uses an empirical juridical approach, which is a legal research method that views law as a social 

phenomenon that can be observed in the practice of people's lives and its application by law enforcement officials. 

This approach is used to assess the effectiveness of the application of positive legal provisions regarding the crime of 

theft with violence causing death as stipulated in Article 365 paragraph (4) of the Criminal Code (KUHP). The nature 

of this research is descriptive-analytical, which means that the research not only thoroughly describes the law 

enforcement process carried out by the Lalat Police, but also analyzes the effectiveness and obstacles faced based on 

the applicable legal theories and laws and regulations. The research data was obtained through a combination of field 

research and library research. Field research was conducted through in-depth interviews with police officers, 

community leaders, victims' families, and other relevant parties to obtain primary data on law enforcement practices. 

Literature research is carried out by examining laws and regulations, criminal law literature, scientific journals, and 
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legal doctrine in order to obtain a theoretical and normative framework as the basis for analysis.   (Primary, 2024; 

Rizkia et al., 2024)  

The respondents or informants in this study consisted of Lalat Police law enforcement officers, community 

leaders and religious leaders, victims' families and/or witnesses, as well as academics and legal practitioners who have 

competence in the field of criminal law. Data collection was carried out through observation, interviews, and 

documentation. Observations were carried out directly within the Lalat Police, especially in the Criminal Investigation 

Unit (Satreskrim), with researchers acting as passive observers to record the investigation process and the work 

dynamics of the apparatus. Interviews are conducted in a semi-structured manner to obtain in-depth information and 

validate data obtained from other sources. Documentation is carried out by reviewing case files, police reports, 

investigation warrants, criminal statistical data, and relevant laws and regulations to strengthen normative and 

empirical analysis. 

The data analysis in this study uses a descriptive-qualitative method. Descriptive analysis aims to present a 

systematic picture of the facts and phenomena of law enforcement found in the field. The qualitative approach is 

carried out by delineating, grouping, and interpreting data from interviews, observations, and documentation from the 

theoretical and normative perspectives of criminal law, especially the provisions of Article 365 of the Criminal Code 

and law enforcement theory. The data were comprehensively analyzed to identify the relationships between findings, 

structural and cultural barriers, and the social impact of these criminal acts. This analysis is directed to produce an in-

depth understanding of the effectiveness of law enforcement and make conceptual and practical contributions to the 

development of criminal policy and criminal justice systems in Indonesia. 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSIONS 

Forms of Law Enforcement by Police Officers in Handling the Crime of Theft with Violence Causing Death in 

the Jurisdiction of the Langkat Police 

The aspect of quick response policing is one of the main indicators that is considered positive by the victim's 

family. The arrival of the police immediately after the report was made showed that the Langkat Police had applied 

the principle  of urgency of response, namely quick handling of life-threatening crimes. In the law enforcement 

literature, rapid response is considered an important factor to protect evidence, prevent the loss of traces of 

perpetrators, and provide a sense of security to the community. 

The use of digital evidence as an investigative tool is part of the new paradigm of modern criminal 

investigation. In this context, the performance of the Langkat Police is considered to be in line with the development 

of criminal procedure law that encourages the use of electronic evidence as reinforced by the Constitutional Court 

Decision Number 20/PUU-XIV/2016. Law enforcement literature emphasizes that transparency is an important 

element to maintain the legitimacy of the authorities and prevent public discontent. 

As part of an effort to obtain a more objective and comprehensive picture of law enforcement practices against 

the crime of theft with violence that causes death, the researcher also conducted an interview with a Legal Advisor 

who handles criminal cases in the Lalat Regency area. The perspective of Legal Advisors is very important because 

their position is outside the police institution, so that they can provide a critical view of the suitability of police actions 

with the principles of criminal procedure law, the principles of criminal procedure law, the principles of criminal 

procedure, the principles of the law of criminal procedure, the principles of the law of criminal procedure, the 

principles of the law of criminal procedure, the principles of the law of criminal procedure, the principles of the law 

of criminal procedure, the principles of the law of criminal procedure, the principles of the law of criminal procedure, 

the principles of the law of criminal procedure, the principles of the due process of law, and protection of the rights 

of suspects and victims.   (Caprita et al., 2025; Hartono et al., 2021)  

Legal Advisor, Mr. Syahrial, S.H said: 

"During my handling several cases in Langkat, including cases of violence that caused loss of life, I saw that 

the Langkat Police officers in principle worked quite professionally, especially in the investigation and investigation 

stage. They generally take steps according to SOPs, such as processing crime scenes, examining witnesses, and 

collecting evidence. I have also seen an increase in the use of modern investigative methods, such as CCTV 
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examinations, digital fingerprint analysis, and forensic examinations. This makes the proving process stronger and 

reduces the potential for catch errors. However, as a Legal Advisor, I also see that in some cases, there is a tendency 

for investigators to conduct examinations for a long time without providing a copy of the minutes quickly to the legal 

advisor. This is actually contrary to the principle of transparency and the right of suspects to be accompanied. In 

addition, I consider that in some situations, coordination between investigators and prosecutors still needs to be 

improved, so that the case file does not go back and forth or experience P-19 many times. Conditions like this can 

delay the law enforcement process and of course affect the victim's family who are waiting for legal certainty. 

However, in general, I see that the handling of cases of theft with violence that caused death has become a priority for 

the Langkat Police, so the arrest and investigation process generally proceeds quickly. I hope that in the future this 

professionalism will be maintained, accompanied by increased protection for the rights of suspects and the fulfillment 

of victims' rights." 

The interview with the Legal Advisor provided a more critical picture of the implementation of law 

enforcement by Langkat Police officers. This view not only highlights positive aspects such as professionalism and 

the use of technology in investigations, but also reveals several shortcomings that need attention, especially related to 

investigation transparency and coordination between law enforcement officials. This information is very useful in 

providing a balanced analysis between the internal perspective of the police, public perception, and evaluation from 

legal practitioners. The practice of processing the Crime Scene (Crime Scene), examining witnesses, and collecting 

evidence is carried out in accordance with applicable regulations. This assessment is in line with the view of the latest 

literature which states that the professionalism of investigators is greatly influenced by the accuracy of procedures in 

crime scene investigation, because initial mistakes can have an impact on the evidentiary process at trial. 

The form of law enforcement by the Langkat Police in handling the crime of theft with violence that causes 

death is basically in line with the provisions of the Regulation of the Head of the Criminal Investigation Agency of 

the National Police Number 1 of 2022 concerning Operational Standards for Criminal Investigation Procedures, which 

emphasizes the importance of professionalism, accountability, and the use of technology in every stage of 

investigation. The Criminal Investigation Regulation regulates in detail procedures ranging from receiving reports, 

processing the crime scene (crime scene), collecting evidence, examining witnesses, to determining suspects with the 

principles of transparency, objectivity, and legal certainty. Its implementation can be seen in the investigation practice 

of the Langkat Police during the 2020-2024 period, where investigators consistently process crime scenes according 

to SOPs, using digital evidence (CCTV, telephone recordings, electronic traces), to the application of forensic methods 

to strengthen evidence. The quick response to public reports and the success in uncovering most cases in a short time 

shows the application of the principle of "quick and appropriate response" as mandated by the Regulation of the Head 

of the Criminal Investigation Agency of the National Police Number 1 of 2022 concerning Operational Standards for 

Criminal Investigation Procedures. However, several obstacles such as delays in evidence collection in remote areas, 

lack of witnesses, and convoluted administrative processes indicate that the implementation of SOPs still faces 

technical and structural obstacles. Thus, the implementation of the Regulation of the Head of the National Police 

Criminal Investigation Agency Number 1 of 2022 concerning Operational Standards for Criminal Investigation 

Procedures at the Langkat Police has been running substantively, but it still needs to strengthen facilities, improve the 

competence of investigators, and improve coordination between institutions so that law enforcement against fatal 

crimes can be more optimal and fair.   (Putra et al., 2024; Tjaya et al., 2024)  

To provide an empirical overview of the handling of the case, the following is presented data on the 

recapitulation of cases of theft with violence that caused death in the jurisdiction of the Langkat Police during the 

2020–2024 period. 
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Figure 1 . Number of Theft Crimes That Cause Death at Langkat Police Station 

Based on the development of cases from 2020 to 2024, it can be concluded that the form of law enforcement 

by the Langkat Police in handling the crime of theft with violence that causes death has shown an increasingly faster, 

professional, and technology-based response pattern, although it is still faced with a number of structural challenges. 

The fluctuations in the number of cases over the past five years show that the quality of violence remains at a serious 

level, requiring comprehensive measures to address it. The improvement of investigators' ability to utilize digital 

evidence, CCTV, and modern forensic methods is an important indicator that the Langkat Police are increasingly 

adaptive to the development of increasingly complex crime modes. However, obstacles such as difficult access to 

remote areas, limited witnesses, and coordination constraints with the prosecutor's office still affect the effectiveness 

of overall law enforcement. Therefore, the pattern of handling cases during the 2020-2024 period shows that the 

Langkat Police's efforts have been progressing, but still need to strengthen facilities, increase the capacity of 

investigators, and optimize partnerships with the community so that law enforcement against these fatal crimes can 

run more optimally and fairly. 

 

Factors that Become Obstacles in Law Enforcement Against Perpetrators of Theft with Violence That Causes 

Death at the Langkat Police Station 

The presence of local criminal groups or gangs can create shadow power that makes citizens feel unprotected 

by the formal legal system. When the public considers the perpetrator as a dangerous party or has a wide network, 

they choose not to be involved in the investigation process. This condition can cause underreporting, namely the 

tendency of the public not to report the crimes that occur, which ultimately has an impact on the increase in dark 

figures of crime. The economic conditions of the community also affect their attitude towards the law, including the 

tendency to avoid formal processes in order to maintain social or economic relations with the actors and their 

environment. The community prefers a non-formal approach, such as peace or customary deliberation, even though 

the criminal act that occurs is a general offense that cannot be solved familially.   (Kurniadi, 2022; Nurhalisa & 

Kartika, 2024)  

To get a comprehensive explanation of the obstacles faced by police officers in enforcing the law against the 

crime of theft with violence that causes death, the researcher conducted an interview with the Head of the Lalat Police 

Criminal Investigation Unit. This resource person has a strategic position because he is directly responsible for 

investigation management, supervision of the law enforcement process, cross-functional coordination, and evaluation 
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of the handling of cases that occurred during the 2020-2024 period. This interview aims to explore structural and 

managerial perspectives related to the obstacles that affect the effectiveness of investigations. 

Head of Criminal Investigation of the Langkat Police, Mr. Pandu H.W. Batubara, S.I.K., M.H. said: 

"The main obstacle in law enforcement against the crime of theft with violence that causes death in the Langkat 

Police area is the lack of initial information and witness statements. Many witnesses were afraid to give statements 

because they were worried about threats or social pressure from the perpetrators. This condition slows down the 

investigation process because preliminary information is the main key to uncovering a case quickly. Supporting 

facilities such as CCTV in public spaces are still very limited, especially in rural areas. In addition, the forensic 

equipment we have is not fully adequate to handle cases that require rapid identification, such as DNA testing or 

digital forensics. When evidence has to be sent to laboratories outside the region, the investigation process becomes 

longer. Human resources have competence, but the number of investigators is relatively limited when compared to 

the high burden of cases. Many investigators handle multiple cases at once. The Langkat area is quite large and there 

are many sub-districts where road access is difficult, especially at night. There are locations that are dark, far away, 

or communication signals are unstable. This causes officers to often arrive late at the crime scene, even though the 

speed of the crime scene processing is very important to find fresh physical evidence. The police still face obstacles 

such as delays in visum et repertum from hospitals which are one of the main requirements for determining criminal 

acts. In addition, coordination with forensic laboratories or other agencies is sometimes hampered by fairly lengthy 

administrative procedures. Public legal awareness still needs to be improved. Some residents prefer family settlements, 

even though cases like this cannot be stopped because they are common offenses. The pressure of the victim's family 

or the perpetrator sometimes makes the atmosphere of the investigation not conducive. The operational budget for 

investigations is sometimes insufficient for field needs, such as team mobilization, witness examination, and the 

delivery of evidence to forensics. This condition makes investigators have to set a strategy to keep the process 

running." 

Based on the results of the interview with the Head of Criminal Investigation of the Langkat Police, it can be 

seen that the obstacles in law enforcement against the crime of theft with violence that cause death are not only sourced 

from the internal aspects of the police, but are also influenced by social and structural conditions in the community. 

Obstacles such as lack of witness statements, lack of investigation support facilities, limited competence and number 

of personnel, and social pressure in the form of public fear to provide information, are factors that significantly slow 

down the law enforcement process. These empirical findings provide an idea that law enforcement optimization 

requires a comprehensive approach, not only through increasing the capacity of the police, but also through 

strengthening cooperation between the police and the community. Thus, this interview provides an important 

foundation to further analyze how these obstacles affect the effectiveness of law enforcement in the Lalat Police area. 

The success of the investigation is highly dependent on the availability of initial information, the quality of 

supporting facilities, and effective inter-agency coordination. Poor road access, lack of lighting, and unstable 

communication networks caused delays in responding to incident reports. The quality of the physical environment has 

a great influence on the ability of the authorities to intervene quickly against criminal events. The low legal awareness 

of the public, as found in various legal studies, is a fundamental obstacle in the investigation process. This situation 

requires a more massive legal education program, as well as collaboration between community leaders, local 

governments, and security forces.   (Junior et al., 2025; Meinecky et al., 2025)  

Furthermore, the researcher also conducted an interview with a legal advisor who had accompanied clients in 

similar cases in the jurisdiction of the Lalat Police. This interview was conducted to see the dynamics of law 

enforcement from the perspective of the legal profession outside the police institution, so as to provide a more 

objective picture of the inhibiting factors in the case handling process. Legal Advisor, Mr. Syahrial, S.H said: 

"Obstacles in law enforcement in cases of violent theft that cause death are often related to the availability of 

evidence. Many cases occur in quiet locations or without direct witnesses, so it takes investigators a long time to get 

strong initial evidence. From the defence side, we also often see that the absence of independent witnesses makes the 

evidentiary process highly dependent on technical evidence, while supporting facilities such as CCTV footage are 

often not available in certain areas of Langkat. Other obstacles come from administrative aspects and coordination 
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between institutions. For example, requests for telecommunications or digital forensic data that take a long time 

because they have to go through a formal mechanism between institutions. This makes the investigation process unable 

to run as quickly as expected, even though in cases with death consequences, speed is needed so that the perpetrator 

does not flee or disappear traces. In addition, it is not uncommon for there to be pressure from the family, both from 

the victim and the alleged perpetrator, who want to resolve the case as a family. In fact, this criminal act is a general 

offense that cannot be stopped just because of a request for peace. This kind of social pressure sometimes creates its 

own dynamics in handling cases in the field." 

The interview with the legal advisor showed that the obstacles in law enforcement against the crime of theft 

with violence that causes death are multidimensional, including technical, social, administrative, and cultural barriers 

to the legal culture of the community. The perspective of legal advisors reinforces previous findings that the 

effectiveness of law enforcement is not only determined by the performance of police officers, but also by community 

support, the availability of technological facilities, and the smooth coordination between law enforcement agencies. 

This finding also emphasizes the need to strengthen policies and supporting facilities so that the law enforcement 

process can run more optimally, especially for cases of serious crimes that have an impact on the loss of human life. 

One of the most prominent issues is the problem of limited evidence, especially in cases that occur in locations 

with few witnesses. In criminal proof law, the existence of valid evidence is a fundamental requirement to prove the 

defendant's actions and mistakes. However, in many cases of serious crimes, especially those that occur in remote 

areas, investigators have difficulty obtaining preliminary leads due to the absence of independent witnesses who can 

reinforce the construction of the criminal event.   (Hadi et al., 2022; Rahmadani & Indawati, 2023)  

The obstacles to law enforcement against the crime of theft with violence that causes death in the Langkat 

Police area are multidimensional and interrelated. These obstacles are not only derived from the internal limitations 

of the police apparatus, such as the lack of investigative technology facilities, the lack of evidence, the limited number 

of personnel, and the slow coordination between institutions, but also influenced by the social conditions of the 

community, including low citizen participation, fear of witnesses, a culture of family settlement, and social pressure 

from the surrounding environment. Geographical factors and limited infrastructure, especially in rural areas, have also 

slowed down the speed of response and the effectiveness of crime scene processing. These conditions as a whole show 

that law enforcement efforts against serious crimes such as violent theft that cause death require comprehensive 

improvement through institutional capacity building, modernization of evidentiary facilities, and strengthening 

synergy between law enforcement officials and the community. Thus, the existing challenges must be addressed 

comprehensively so that the law enforcement process can run more effectively, quickly, and provide legal certainty 

for the community.   (Alexander et al., 2025; Francis & Rahmat, 2024)  

 

Efforts made by the Langkat Police in tackling the crime of theft with violence that causes death 

Efforts to overcome the crime of theft with violence that causes death are carried out through a combination of 

preemptive, preventive, and repressive approaches implemented directly by officers in the field. Preemptive efforts 

are focused on educating and raising public awareness, while preventive efforts focus on routine patrols and 

strengthening coordination with local stakeholders. The repressive efforts are directed at accelerating the law 

enforcement process through professional investigation and investigation as well as the use of supporting technology. 

These findings show that crime prevention efforts are being carried out in a real and systematic manner at the 

operational level, although their success still requires the support of facilities, personnel, and community participation.   

(Wijaya, 2025; Wulandari et al., 2024)  

As part of an effort to gain a comprehensive understanding of the strategy for dealing with the crime of theft 

with violence that causes death, the researcher conducted an interview with one of the BA of the Pangkalan Brandan 

Police as a technical implementation unit in the jurisdiction of the Lalat Police. This interview is important because 

the Police are at the forefront of the prevention and early handling of crimes at the sub-district level.  

BA Pangkalan Brandan Police AIPDA Zuari Ginting said: 

"Efforts to counter the crime of theft with violence that causes death in the Pangkalan Brandan area are carried 

out through several integrated steps. First, from the preemptive side, we actively conduct counseling in the community 
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through Friday Curhat activities, village sambang and direct dialogue with residents. In this activity, we provide an 

understanding of the importance of maintaining environmental security, vigilance against foreigners, and the 

importance of quick reporting when suspicious things occur. Then in the preventive field, we increase the frequency 

of patrols, especially during the vulnerable hours of the night, and strengthen patrols on quiet streets that were 

previously the location of crimes. Patrols are carried out both openly and indoors. In addition, we are establishing 

intensive communication with neighborhood heads and youth leaders to reactivate patrols and neighborhood security 

posts. For repressive actions, every report we receive will be immediately followed up through initial investigation 

steps, such as visiting the crime scene, looking for witnesses, and securing evidence. If the case is classified as serious 

or leads to a criminal act that causes death, we immediately coordinate with the Langkat Police Criminal Investigation 

Unit to get personnel support and identification equipment. This collaboration is very helpful in speeding up the 

disclosure process. We also take advantage of existing technological facilities, including requesting CCTV footage 

from businesses and residents' homes if the incident is within the range of the camera. In addition, we routinely analyze 

quarterly crime data to find out crime patterns and identify vulnerable areas that need increased surveillance. In 

principle, we always try to build partnerships with the community because the success of crime prevention does not 

only rely on police officers, but also the active participation of citizens in providing information and protecting their 

environment." 

The interview with the Pangkalan Brandan Police BA provided a clear picture that the Langkat Police's efforts 

in tackling the crime of theft with violence that caused death involved the active role of the police unit at the Police 

level. Preemptive efforts are carried out through community counseling and coaching, while preventive efforts are 

realized through increased patrols and strengthening coordination with village officials and community elements. In 

the repressive aspect, the Police play an important role in early handling and quick coordination with the Langkat 

Police Criminal Investigation Unit to accelerate the disclosure of cases. This shows that crime prevention is carried 

out through a multi-layered mechanism, involving the entire police organizational structure, and prioritizing synergy 

with the community. 

The preemptive approach taken by the police is not solely in the form of counseling, but rather leads to the 

development of sustainable social relations. The presence of officers through sambang and dialogical patrols is an 

instrument to increase public trust, which plays an important role in the reporting process and early detection of crimes. 

On the preventive side, implementing a region-based prevention strategy that takes into account geographical 

characteristics and certain levels of vulnerability. The increase in the intensity of joint patrols and the involvement of 

village officials and local youth indicate that prevention efforts do not only rely on the role of the police, but also 

integrate local social resources. This is in line with  the situational crime prevention paradigm, which emphasizes the 

importance of increasing environmental surveillance to reduce the chances of crime occurring. 

On the repressive side, the effectiveness of law enforcement is greatly influenced by the ability of officers to 

adapt to situations in the field. Handling cases quickly, precisely, and measurably is a priority, especially in cases that 

cause public unrest. The use of technological support, such as CCTV footage, digital footprint, and cross-regional 

coordination, shows that the repressive stage now requires more technical skills and collaboration than ever before. 

The formation of a special team in certain cases also illustrates that the Langkat Police have adjusted its response 

model according to the level of threat and urgency of the case.   (Mahendra, 2022; Wibisono, 2022)  

The countermeasures carried out by the Langkat Police show that handling the crime of theft with violence that 

causes death requires simultaneous work between preemptive, preventive, and repressive approaches. The synergy 

between increasing the internal capacity of the police, the use of technology, and the active involvement of the 

community is the main key in creating a responsive and effective law enforcement system. Thus, the strategy carried 

out by the Langkat Police is not only focused on enforcement, but also directed at strengthening social resilience to 

reduce crime rates in a sustainable manner. 

 

CONCLUSION 
Law enforcement against the crime of theft with violence that causes death in the jurisdiction of the Langkat 

Police has been carried out through preemptive, preventive, and repressive stages that emphasize professionalism, 

https://ejournal.unibabwi.ac.id/index.php/sosioedukasi/index


  
Volume 15 No. 2. Juni  2026                        https://ejournal.unibabwi.ac.id/index.php/sosioedukasi/index 

 
 

209 
 

accountability, and the application of a scientific crime investigation approach. The process of handling cases is carried 

out systematically, starting from the security and processing of the crime scene (crime scene), the investigation and 

investigation stage, to the transfer of the case file to the Public Prosecutor (JPU). Most of the cases handled were 

successfully uncovered, but the effectiveness of law enforcement was still influenced by various external factors, such 

as limited witnesses, hard-to-reach geographical conditions, and the complexity of the perpetrator's modus operandi. 

Normatively, the law enforcement process has been carried out in accordance with the provisions of the Criminal 

Procedure Code (KUHAP) and the Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) of the National Police of the Republic of 

Indonesia, but in practice not all cases can be handled optimally due to structural and operational obstacles. 

Obstacles in law enforcement against violent theft that causes death at the Langkat Police Station are 

multidimensional and involve internal and external factors. Limited initial information often occurs because witnesses 

are afraid or reluctant to give evidence, while the lack of investigative support facilities, such as the availability of 

CCTV and forensic equipment, also hinders the evidentiary process. Geographical barriers in certain areas slow down 

the crime scene processing process, coupled with a high burden of cases that are not proportional to the number of 

investigators available. Inter-agency coordination that is not fully effective and low participation and legal awareness 

of the community also affect the quality of investigations. Social factors such as culture of reluctance to report, the 

dominance of criminal groups in some areas, and psychological and social pressure on victims' families complicate 

the law enforcement process. These conditions show that the effectiveness of law enforcement is not only determined 

by the internal capacity of the police, but also by the social conditions of the community and the availability of 

supporting infrastructure. 

The Langkat Police's efforts to overcome the crime of theft with violence that causes death are carried out in a 

structured manner through preemptive, preventive, and repressive approaches. The preemptive approach is carried out 

through education and socialization to the public to increase legal awareness, while the preventive approach is realized 

through increasing patrols, surveillance of vulnerable areas, and strengthening early detection of potential crimes. The 

repressive approach is carried out through technology-based law enforcement, improving the quality of investigations, 

and coordination across related units and agencies. The strategy shows a comprehensive and adaptive countermeasures 

pattern to crime dynamics, although its effectiveness still depends on the availability of supporting facilities and 

infrastructure, the capacity and professionalism of personnel, and the active participation of the community as partners 

in maintaining security and order.  
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